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The long wait is over. We are delighted to welcome Christoph and Ulrika. St Paul talks about the gifts of the spirit - apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers and all the rest. And fortunately the new Rector is omni-competent. He will solve all problems, heal all hurts, calm all stress. Indeed beyond Paul's list, he will be IT consultant, strategic financial planner, buildings surveyor and clearer of drains. But of course Paul reminds us that these gifts aren't all present in one person. And part of what Christoph is called to do is to find out who has which gifts and to help them to work together on this great building project in which the body of Christ is built up.
The gospel reading is about the call of the 70 whom Jesus sent out. It is in the end about the process of calling - of vocation - which is the reason why Christoph is here this evening.
The church is almost always messy and confused. Sometimes it is afraid. But one of the things which really gives me hope is a moment like this - for on some levels it defies reason that Christoph should be here. He is here because he believes that he is called to be here and he has responded to that call.
Rowan Williams once said that vocation is what we are left with when all the games have stopped. We do our best to sort stuff out. We plan, imagine and wonder. But we are in truth waiting for this moment - the moment of calling and response - what we are left with when all the games have stopped.
Even more extraordinary is the fact that this isn't all about Christoph. He is here because he has been called. But that calling is like a jigsaw - and many people have pieces but nobody has all of it. Alistair Warwick had some of it because of the link in music. Rachel Campbell had another piece, corresponding warmly with Christoph on behalf of the Vestry. The Vestry too had some of it because Christoph could see that they have a vision for the future of the congregation and they want his help. I had another bit - and Alison too - as we gently nudged. Ulrika had another piece because vocational choices are also family decisions. And of course Christoph in his own prayerful reflections found some more pieces.
And now all of us together with Christoph - for we are all called - are going to put the pieces together and see what the picture is. For it is one thing to be called - another to discern gradually what that calling is for. When I moved from Ireland to Scotland, it took several years to find that out - and then one day I found that I could say 'yes now I know what this is all for' - and then it changes.
One of the great preachers, Austin Farrer, said that we are called to be walking sacraments. The sacramental mindset is one in which things we touch, taste and feel - like the bread and wine of Holy Communion - are signs of things which in their holiness we cannot see. You cannot see vocation - nor faith - nor healing - nor compassion. But you know when they are there. So in that sense, Christoph - and all of us - are called to be walking sacraments. We are called literally to embody the deepest things of God and to live them - faith and love - of course. Forgiveness and sacrifice - compassion and many more
I know from my dealing with the Vestry and the congregation here that you have the highest and most prayerful hopes for this moment. You don't just want a factotum. You want a prayerful pastor and leader who will shape you with all your hopes and all your talents into a living community of faith. And when all games stop - and we are left with vocation - then we shall find out what purpose God has for this congregation and for Christoph
