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Nurse Pauline Cafferkey remains critically ill with the Ebola virus.  I’m sure that people all over Scotland will be thinking of her and her family as her treatment progresses.
Most of us find what we do day by day quite challenging enough.  So why go to a place like Sierra Leone, putting your own health and well-being at risk.  I remember being in Kampala, Uganda.  I spent a day once with a group of about 20 people who were there to serve the community – we call them Mission Partners now.  They were people with skills and training – people who could have been having a comfortable life at home.  I listened to them talking with passion about the schools they were building and staffing, about water and drainage schemes, about community health programmes.  I wondered about what motivated them. It was a flying visit for me and a life time commitment for them.

Faith communities of all kinds – and all people of generous good will – share a deep commitment to the poorest of the poor.  It’s justice and it’s compassion.  In Christian terms, it is to see the face of Jesus Christ in the face of the person in need.

Yesterday the Scottish Parliament debated the contribution made by those working to help contain the Ebola virus and the important of public health and safety.  And indeed the NHS itself was much in the news – as a result of the pressure on our health service as the winter progresses.  
I’ve had a lifetime of involvement with the NHS as part of my work – and now and again as a patient.  I think what stirs my passion is again that ‘face of Christ’ idea.  In a society which is still more differentiated than it should be by education, wealth and social class, the NHS simply treats everybody the same.  And I guess that’s part of what motivated Pauline Cafferkey - the idea that that should apply not just at home but to all the people of the world.
