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GOOD MORNING

It was interesting to look over the garden fence yesterday to see what our neighbours in the Church of Scotland were saying about the Independence debate.  Like the Kirk, we in the Scottish Episcopal Church have felt it right to be neutral – maybe agnostic would say it better.  And my Irish background tells me that it is always dangerous to mingle faith with flags. 
What the Kirk found out in its Scotland-wide consultations is that what matters to people is values - equality, fairness, justice, education, respect, honesty, community, opportunity, compassion and tolerance.  And that’s interesting.  Not primarily interested in economic issues and personal wealth – people want to live in a society which means something in terms of its quality and what it stands for.
Now it would be easy to brush that aside and say that it is all soft fuzzies and not the stuff of real politics.  But actually it is pretty radical.  It means that politicians need to do the job of taking those values and working out how they can be delivered as practical politics – in policy and administration.  But there’s a contract here.  If the politicians deliver values as practical policy, we the people must keep faith with that.   If fairness, justice and education cost money, then people have to recognise that the cost has to be paid.

People care deeply about this independence debate.  In a sense, it is the very stuff of life – after all in our families – and in our faith - we are constantly living in the tension between living together and living independently.   What the Church of Scotland has helpfully done has been to listen to people across Scotland – and to find out that people still have brave aspirations for the society in which they live.  There will be in the Kirk as in the Episcopal Church - and in wider Scottish society in which we belong - people who are honourably on either side of the debate itself.  The deeper question is about the quality of the Scotland in which we shall live.
