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So many hopes.  So much promise.  So often the ending is in disappointment, in the frustration of hope, in pain and loss.

That’s Good Friday - the story of the agonising death of Jesus on a Cross.  His disciples had hoped for so much from this extraordinarily charismatic leader who had a quiet authority as he fed the hungry, taught the crowds and healed the sick.  Now it was over as he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
It takes faith to say that God is at work here.  To believe and trust that this is how God works is so improbable and unlikely that it can only ever be a ‘work in progress’.  Easier to see that ‘might is right’.  Simpler to say that what matters most is what happens to us.  This story of the death of Jesus is about obedience, about innocent suffering, of patient sacrifice.   Could this be God?
Most of us are fixers. We line up problems and sort them out.  But many of the things which go wrong in our world are not fixable - at least not 'sort it out' fixable.  Poverty, need, relationship breakdowns of all kinds - there is no quick fix for any of them. And no fixing which does not involve some pain and cost – some generosity to the point of sacrifice.   I think that that is why our public discourse and politics have some anger in them at present - short term electoral politics cannot fix long term and deep-seated problems.  

Maybe what we need is not fixing but transforming – something which acts in a way which asks nothing and demands nothing – but acts in a way which shows where the root of all pain, suffering and sin are to be found – showing that the heart of it is in the flawed nature of the human race.  We struggle with that.  Maybe we just haven't found that fix yet.  Good Friday says, ‘Look at the Cross.  Look at innocent, patient suffering and sacrifice.  That’s how God transforms.’
