TFTD 1    Belfast   2012
GOOD MORNING
Dangerous age 60.  It gets harder to push away the wifely accusation that I am becoming 'just like your father'.   I find myself helpless in the face of that because I have an uncomfortable feeling that it may be true and that I can do nothing about it.  Maybe the generations are fated to haunt each other.  As I grow older, I am chastened by the suggestion which I read recently that there is a 'natural order of things in which the young rise up to eat their old.'
The Bible of course has a lot about parents and children.  You may have met those long passages of genealogy in the Old Testament - of who begat whom.  It begins obviously with Adam and Eve.  And old Abraham called with Sarah to be parents of a great nation.  One of my friends - who is adopted - completely brought me up short by saying, 'have you ever noticed how many people in the Bible are adopted?'. Well I hadn't.  Until I thought about Moses in the bulrushes.  And Jesus himself adopted by Joseph.  And all of us called in the Bible the 'adopted children of God'.   I think that must be why I watch the TV Programme Long Lost Family through mists of tears.  Parent-child continuity matters deeply because it helps us to know who we are and where we belong. 
I was interested in the suggestion which I read recently that we are the first generation to make friends of our adult children.  I guess it is our children's prerogative to say whether or not this is true.  But I can see why it may be so - today's longevity which punishes our pensions may also gradually free us from the natural parent-child tensions
There are deep spirituality in all of this.  Its often said that our society has lost the ability to respect older people - and I think that may be true.  But it works the other way round as well.   Our children remind us that we aren't all there is and that the world doesn't revolve around us.  We are passing through and handing on. To recognise that calls for humility.  As my sister said nicely, 'it's good to know that we don't have to tidy it all up before we go.'
