Charge delivered at the Eucharist at the General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church by the Primus, Most Revd David Chillingworth, Bishop of St Andrews
The story of the Exodus tells us profound things about our faith journey.  It has always been very important for me.  It begins with vocation - with the calling of reluctant Moses Reluctance in the face of an insistent God is probably a key measure in discerning vocation.  The people are on their way from slavery in Egypt to the milk and honey of the Promised Land.  The rhetoric is fine but the reality is not.  Wandering in the wilderness, they have lost the connection between the vision which draws them and the reality which they experience.  Maybe slavery wasn't so bad after all.  Leadership?  What do they know about anything?  They have brought us out into the wilderness to die.
Moses says to Aaron, 'Say to the people.  Draw near to the Lord for he has heard your complaining'. The Lord says to Moses, 'Say to the people: you shall eat .... You shall have your fill ... you shall know that I am the Lord'. So the miracle of grace happens.  The quails and manna come down.  And the Israelites say, 'What is it?'. And Moses says, 'It is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat'.  Knowing him in the bread.  The Last Supper.  The road to Emmaus.  Corpus Christi.  Our Eucharist.  The feeding, binding together presence of God - for people who begin to look towards the wilderness and to see the glory.
Look towards the wilderness and see the glory.
Synods seem ordered and controlled.  That is why they are difficult for new members.  But beneath the apparent order of agenda, resolutions and reports, the wilderness is never very far away.  
We continue to travel through an economic wilderness.  There is deep anxiety about the future - about the impact on the most vulnerable; about pensions;  about unemployment which bears disproportionately on the young.  There is what begins to look like a false dichotomy between austerity and growth.  But what there isn't is anything which gives hope - any discovery or rediscovery of gentler and more compassionate values; any exploration of whether growth and happiness mean the same thing
Our faith journey towards the Promised Land continues to be challenging.  Institutional churches find life difficult - we sometimes feel ourselves to be in the wilderness.  But we too are called to look towards the wilderness and see the glory.  We too are people on a journey,  The Whole Church Mission and Ministry Policy points a direction and tells us that we are already on the journey.  The Israelites were lost because they couldn't see the connection between where they were and the vision which challenged them.  We are called to make that connection in our own times as we reach out in mission.  
The Anglican Covenant has been a response to the apparent wilderness of disagreement and disorder in the Communion.  We are called to keep moving forwards - in our Synod we shall express our deep commitment to the vision of a Communion in which we are drawn closer to one another as we are drawn closer to God.  
What is happening is that our vocation - our calling as a church - is being challenged and stretched.  We are not a church which retreats into our own life or takes refuge in pietistic or churchy language.  We aspire to be fully engaged in the society in which God has placed us - fully engaged in mission, in care and compassion and in dialogue and debate.
The Israelites say, 'What is it?'. And Moses says, 'It is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat'.  Knowing him in the bread.  The Last Supper.  The road to Emmaus.  Corpus Christi.  Our Eucharist today.  The feeding, binding together presence of God - for people who learn to look towards the wilderness and to see the glory.
May the bread of heaven in which we share in this Eucharist be for our feeding and sustaining on the journey.
After the Charge, I shall say:
In our minds at this time is the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen.  It was an honour for me to attend the Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul's Cathedral onTuesday.  I wrote to Her Majesty on behalf of our Church to offer our congratulations and good wishes.  This is what I said:  
We honour your sense of vocation. We admire and respect your unfailing commitment of service to your people in every walk of life; and we value the way in which you have quietly expressed the faith which strengthens you as you fulfil your calling." 
In the intercessions which follow we shall offer thanks for her life of service.
