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There are very few things which combine beauty and utility.  The bicycle is one for me.  And I think that my IPad is another.  Very simple, beautiful – form and function come together
The recent death of Steve Jobs has led to much discussion of creativity.  He was not Jesus Christ although he was not lacking in self-belief.  He was incredibly driven and focused and West Coast new-agey.  'Simple can be harder than complex.  You have to work hard to get your thinking clean to make it simple.  But it’s worth it in the end because once you get there you can move mountains'. But of course there was a shadow side - obsessive, volatile ..  It is reported that employees were afraid to get into the lift with him for fear that they might not have a job when they got out.  It was Californian sunshine but it was also ITyranny.
The questions about beauty and utility – form and function – apply to our communities of faith.  Church communities should be attractive.  They should draw people in.  The nets we cast should be effective.  Form and function should come together there as well - simple, beautiful and fit for purpose. 
We meet today to mark another stage in your journey to becoming a missional congregation.  Our diocesan Casting the Net initiative isn’t just a programme or a tee shirt or a slogan or a song.  We are trying to change a culture - to instil in congregations a creative missional restlessness which makes them open to the leading of the Spirit rather than focused on managerial goals.

The three readings which we have just heard point us in the same direction.  Jesus finds the disciples disappointed because their fishing has brought them nothing.  He tells them to put the net out on the other side and they find a miraculous draft of fish.  Obedience meets a miracle of grace – and they recognize Jesus present with them.  The Old Testament reading – did you notice that the second word was ‘beautiful’ reminds  us of the good news of salvation.  And the Epistle from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians asks us to think about how we can be built into a spiritual temple – a place of perfection of form and function.

You have been working away at all this - with the diocesan support of Liz Burke and Canon   Val Nellist.  In place of the beauty with utility of the bicycle or the IPad you have the Nine Marks of Mission which set out for you what you might hope to see in a church which lives close to Jesus.

You have chosen to focus on Worship that renews and Inspires – worship which changes things for people.  And on the need to nurture faith through lifelong learning and mutual support.  You want to be people who are growing in faith and understanding.  You want to  serve the community in practical ways – to be for others and not just yourselves.
One thing which I hope you will understand is that none of this comes easily.  It is a spiritual journey in which you are challenged to detach yourself from your investment in 'things as they are or have been' and open yourself to God's guidance.  It's also a relational journey because it challenges us there too - it brings to the surface differences of expectation and assumptions about role.  Almost all of the bishops in our church now see themselves as leaders of mission - it's a change and it wasn't always so.  Is a congregation a welcoming and caring group of the like-minded or is it also an open, edgy community which seeks to be attractive and to draw others in.  And in the changes of culture which are in there is the need to explore what happens.  And it makes my life more difficult 
We are being asked to let go of the familiar – the disciples always fishing on the same side of the boat.  It may not be doing any good but at least it is familiar and we know where we are.  To let go is to take hold of the unknown – to allow the spirit to shape us rather than to be ‘we’re here because we’re here because we’re here’

But there is one more thing which carries our attractiveness – our drawing power – into a completely different place.  The good news is the news of salvation – the attractiveness is the power of Jesus lifted on the cross.  At the heart of what we offer is our understanding of the creative and redemptive power of suffering – seen in the triumph of Jesus Christ over sin and death. 
