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GOOD MORNING

Sean Hoare was the whistle blower who suggested that the News of the World phone hacking scandal was more wide-spread than first suggested.  Now he is dead.  Let’s also remember Dr David Kelly and his lonely death during the controversy about the ‘sexing up’ of the Iraq War dossier. And then there is Terry Bryan who says that his warnings about abuse of patients at the Winterbourne View Hospital went unheeded.  
Whistle-blowing is always difficult and can be dangerous.  That’s because it involves the decision to be the person who challenges a deeply-embedded culture – perhaps of abuse or of deceit or dishonesty.  That’s what we are watching now in the unfolding of the story of the links between the Murdoch empire, politicians, police and others.  If this leads to an end of a culture obsessed with money and fame and power then most of us will heave a sigh of relief at its passing.

Those of us who hold responsibility for the life of church or faith communities instinctively understand this.  Churches are places where an unhealthy culture can quickly take root.  Statements like, ‘Everybody thinks .. ‘ can leave a person wondering how to say, ‘Well actually I don’t’  That’s why we invest so much energy in trying to help those communities to be open and truthful places.

Which brings me to another community I know well - the community at RAF Leuchars.  I’ve visited it a number of times – had my photo taken sitting in a Tornado.  For them the loss is of jobs and income and all that goes with it.  But it is also about the value which their culture put on the work they do – serving their country in a particular way.  We shall miss them. 
It’s clear that our political leaders and those who hold responsibility for the great institutions of state have some hard work to do in establishing a new culture for our country.  I know it sounds hopelessly old-fashioned.  But a culture of public service which recognises that ultimate authority lies with the people is what we need.  It is my hope that the current upheavals lead us to that.
