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GOOD MORNING

I used to knock doors.  It’s part of what clergy do.  Often there was nobody at home.  Except of course for people who were always at home - people who for one reason or another were unable to work or for whom there was no work.

The faith I live by sets out a God-given pattern of work and leisure.  Work is what part of what we are made for – what we owe to our society and to ourselves.  


The government plans to re-assess the 1.6 million people who are on incapacity benefit.  It’s hard to object to that on the basis of good administration and the need to control public expenditure.  Yet some of the voluntary organisations in this area are already saying that the assessments are unfair.  And if that is the case, it risks looking like an attempt to pressurise vulnerable people.

There are important questions here about the capacity of our society.  Does our society actually have jobs for all those who may be assessed as capable of work.  The ‘on your bike’ culture - which suggests that anybody who wants to find work will be able to do so - is as questionable now as it always was.  But beyond that sloganising, there is a question about the moral capacity of a society.  By that I mean the ability of a society to embrace and honour all its people – including those whom we rightly or wrongly label incapable - and to encourage them to feel part of and responsible for their community.

Research suggests that people are more content when the gap between rich and poor is less – and that the UK is one of the most unequal of developed countries.  I want to live in a society which is reasonably fair and where all feel that they can and should contribute.  That too must be part of our assessment.
