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GOOD MORNING

Confidence is fragile – very fragile.   In the church, it can quietly ebb away as secular society nibbles at our faith communities.  I try to help them not just to survive – but to survive and thrive.

This must be everywhere because you can see it also in our politics.  In the turbulence of elections and referenda, the debate is about policy – of course.  But there is also an unfocused – but sometimes angry – concern about whether our leaders know how to address the really difficult issues of our times.  There is sometimes disillusionment and some cynicism.  That too is about confidence.  Vision struggles in contest with nostalgia – candidates challenge one another not just on policy but on integrity.
It’s been an extraordinary period – from the Brexit vote to the American Presidential Election.  I’ll be in the US two days after the vote.  I’m an enthusiast about politics – but I’m not looking forward to finding myself in the aftermath of the election and the strong feelings which will still be around.

People of faith are of course expected to have the answer – and the answer must be that we should have confidence and trust.  God is in control.  It is all worked out.  It is all within his plan even though we cannot see it.
But I don’t believe it quite like that.  My faith is that I live in a world which God created – so that I and everybody else has free will.  Faced with a particular set of circumstances I can make a good choice or a bad one – one which brings harm or injury to me or others.  That’s what responsibility means.

But I do have confidence that God’s love is slowly and inexorably drawing the world back to himself.  Many wrong turnings and many mistakes – but that’s the only direction.  Love is stronger than hate – life than death.

So I look at the world today with real concern – but I do have confidence and I still have hope
