CHRISM MASS 2013
This day last week, I stood near in the Chair of St Augustine in Canterbury Cathedral and I watched them seating Archbishop Justin.  My blog records that, as I watched him, he both shrank and grew at the same time - shrank with the burden of the task entrusted to him; grew as the spirit of God in the grace of ordination took hold.
Archbishop Justin is a Benedictine Oblate.  Canterbury was a Benedictine foundation for 1000 years.  So – to borrow one of the best of St Benedict’s phases – we are here this morning to ‘incline the ear of our heart’ to what God may be saying to us as we renew our ordination vows.

The Gospel reading is Jesus’ sermon at the start of his new ministry.  The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor.  Yes - anointed - as we shall be in this Chrism Mass.

Archbishop Justin’s sermon began with Peter.  Jesus challenges him to get out of the boat and walk on the water.  “If it is you, tell me to come to you on the water” Peter says, and Jesus replies “come”. 
And then Archbishop Justin said, 'Our response to those words sets the pattern for our lives, for the church, for the whole of society. Fear imprisons us and stops us being fully human. Uniquely in all of human history Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the one who as living love liberates holy courage.'
Listen to these words from the first sermon of another new ministry
The same Peter who confessed Jesus Christ, says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. I will follow you, but let us not speak of the Cross. This has nothing to do with it.” He says, “I’ll follow you on other ways, that do not include the Cross.” When we walk without the Cross, when we build without the Cross, and when we profess Christ without the Cross, we are not disciples of the Lord. We are worldly, we are bishops, priests, cardinals, Popes, but not disciples of the Lord.

Those are the words of Pope Francis

So the challenges to us are clear.  They are, ‘Get out of the boat.’  Then ‘Cast the Net’ and ‘Live by the Cross’.  
The ear of your heart would have to be very deaf indeed not to hear the message about ministry in all of this.
We are called - and sent – and anointed - to love people without reservation.  We rejoice with those that do rejoice and weep with those that weep.  Whoever they are - whether we like them or not, agree with them or not - we are called to love them.  But we aren't them.  But we don’t belong to them.  We belong to God.
I'm going to invent a word which may catch the ear of your hearts - the word is 'disbelonging'
Disbelonging is the space in which brave ministry happens - it is the space between our unreserved loving of our people and our response to the call of God.  It is the space in which prayer shapes us and the spirit moves us.  It is the space in which we proclaim Good News - which is not good news to the complacent, the over-content and the self-satisfied; nor to those who have settled for a membership pastiche of the radical call to discipleship.  But it is good news to those who are on a journey of spiritual awakening - of gradually coming to know their need of God.  Disbelonging is getting out of the boat – putting the net in on the other side – living with the Cross. 

The Cross is of course about atonement.  Our Good Friday faith is that it is through the cross that the relationship - the belongingness - between God and his people is restored.  Jesus loved without reservation.  He loved the poor, the sick and the sinful.  He loved the disciples even though they didn't get it and wanted to talk about power and position.  He loved the radicals who wanted him to lead a liberation movement.  But he chose disbelonging.  He chose lonely suffering obedience.  He believed that the Good News and the only true freedom are to be found on that lonely path - the getting out of the boat path; the following which includes the cross.  And we who have been chosen?  That is the path for which we have been chosen 
