Union Chapel, Kolkata.         200113
I'm delighted and honoured to have the opportunity of preaching here today.  It gives me the opportunity of saying how much the 17 of us who have come from the Diocese of St Andrews in the Scottish Episcopal Church have been enriched by our visit here - and how we, deeply appreciate the generous hospitality which we have received.  The companionship relationship between our two dioceses is young - but already we can see signs of it maturing and of how we can grow into a relationship of true Christian friendship, supporting one another in our mission and ministry.
Across the world, this week is marked as the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  It is particularly significant that we should be here in this week with the Church of North India.  It has become unfashionable to talk about organic and institutional unity of churches,  The Church of North India and its sister ecumenical churches are a noble venture in building an ecumenical church.  So often the Church presents a face of division and divisiveness to the world.  That inhibits our mission.  How much better to be all in one church - as Jesus prayed in St John's Gospel
The readings today are all about healing.  The healing of Namaan, the healings of the disciples which happened when Peter's shadow fell across the sick person and the healing  miracles of Jesus.
There are many aspects of healing.  But it seems to me that wherever we think about healing, it is a challenge to what is trivial and superficial.
When we arrived here, one of the speeches of welcome expressed the hope that ours would be a truly spiritual relationship.  And when I responded, I mentioned Archbishop Rowan Williams hope for the Anglican Communion - that as we grow closer to God we grow closer to one another - and closer to one another means closer to God.  In that there is healing.  We live thousands of miles apart in completely different contexts.  What we offer to one another we give become of our oneness in Christ.  In that there is healing.
These scriptures about healing are a message for a troubled world,  We live in a world where our first instinct is to want to fix or mend things.  It's inevitably short term, it's expedient, it doesn't look at the root causes, it treats symptoms rather than the underlying illness, it's pragmatic in the sense that it is practical but not insightful.
But the search for healing isn't like that.  If we talk about people illness for a moment, mature people understand that even modern medicine can't fix everything.  For example it can't fix old age.  Nor can it deal with the underlying stresses and sadnesses which lie at the heart of what presents itself as physical illness.  What is needed is healing - a reintegration at the deepest level of body, mind and spirit.
And we look out at the problems and challenges of the world.  I know that you are thinking deeply at present about the challenge which the Delhi rape story presents to your society - what it says about attitudes to women and violence against women,  I spent most of my life and ministry in the middle of the conflict of Northern Ireland.  Since Christmas, there have bee fresh outbreaks of ugly violence.  A conflict which has been fixed for a while has not yet been completely healed.   While I have been here, I have been reading your papers about the relationship with Pakistan and the new commitment to resolve the issue of the enclaves on the border with Bangladesh.  Historic conflicts don't have a single cause.  So they can't be fixed with a single remedy.  They need healing - healing of relationships and what has been called in South Africa the Healing of Memories.  That means a laying to rest of hurts and pain of the past - sometimes experienced in the recent past and sometimes held in the memory of generations.
And what does healing mean - as we look at Jesus who offered healing freely to all who turned to him.  It means turning away from the hurts and pain which we nurse and hold close and turning towards Jesus and to the Christ in one another.  It means letting go of the desire merely to fix - to make do and mend - and beginning to look for deep and lasting healing.  It means recognising that nothing much changes unless we change and allow anger, divisiveness and pain to be solved and resolved within the love of Christ.
