TFTD 4
GOOD MORNING
Friday 16 August 1959. 'Prepare the horoscope for editing and am surprised that my sudden death on Monday is not predicted'
I have been dipping into the 50 volumes of my late Uncle Artie's diaries.  They chart his life as a journalist and sub-editor in Dublin on the long gone Sunday Pictorial and the Irish Times.  He rants - as only Artie can - about the struggle to get the theatre review done in time and the call to see if he can do anything about the leader column
He doesn't quite say.  But I suspect that his mates may have gone to the pub and left him to struggle.  And then he reflects - as he sometimes does - that 'a sense of duty can be a death sentence'
Now that is worth thinking about.  I think he means that he recognises in himself an irrational sense of commitment to a workplace which seems to have no commitment to him.  And I am sure that that is the position that many people find themselves in today.
It's the linking of duty and death which is interesting.  People in my congregation in Portadown used to say things in wonderful ways.  They would offer me an incomplete sentence which said, 'if it's in front of you to do .... '.   I think they meant that, even if you undertook something as a duty, you would somehow be given what you needed to carry it out as a matter of life rather than death.
That makes me think,  For example  out in our society - often hidden from view - is an army of people whose main occupation 24/7 is to care for members of their families.  They care for elderly and those who are disabled - completely dependent on the care of others.
I'm always cautious about the word vocation.  In my life in the church, it's a word which I have sometimes treated with great caution - as when people would say, 'of course you have a vocation'   What they were doing was justifying the unacceptable.
But actually it's very important.  Not just duty.  More the inner tug which says that your life is intended to be about certain things - whether or not others think they are important.  Care and love - protecting of the weak - challenging injustice - serving unconditionally
Not death sentence - life sentence.
