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When I read the rich lists - as I did over the weekend - I never quite know what emotion I am expected to feel.  Admiration - probably not.  Wonder - maybe.  Envy - certainly not.  But it's a surprise to find that, even in the middle of a long-running economic crisis, the rich manage to continue getting richer.  And the poor?  There are reports of the growth of food banks and of malnutrition among secondary school children.
In today's society, we struggle with many difficult issues.  The bible often does not offer guidance on specific issues. But on the issue of wealth and poverty it’s absolutely clear. 

It is the 'love of money which is the root of all evil'.  It is the poor in spirit who are blessed.  In the early church, the disciples believed the way to live was by holding all things in common.
So I may peep in through the windows of the palaces of the rich.  I may instinctively move my modest motor to the left hand lane when executive saloons of the wealthy loom up in my rear view mirror.
But I don't feel envy.  To be honest, I'm not that interested.  But I do feel these things as justice issues. I’ve watched newspaper editors and owners at the Leveson Enquiry give evidence and I think about the power which wealth bestows. I think about the powerlessness of a certain bank's shareholders.  At a recent AGM they mounted a very determined challenge to excessive rewards for bank executives.  But they couldn't change anything.
There are two responses to this.  The first is practical.  Research shows simply that people are happier in societies - like Scandinavia - where there is a more even distribution of wealth.  But the second is spiritual - the faith response is that we need to understand our relationship with wealth as a spiritual thing.  I believe the love of money is corrosive, divisive and isolating.  And poverty?  Poverty is not a misfortune but an injustice.
