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GOOD MORNING

All this talk of pensions - why even my children and their friends are thinking about how many extra years they are going to have to work.  And I think about retirement too – often wistfully because for me - as for many other people – working life is infinitely more demanding than it used to be.  It might be nice to stop.   Sometimes I have a sort of anticipated regret because of the challenges which the adjustments of retirement will bring.  I think a bit about that and about financial security and about old age and all the rest.

Politically of course, the debate is about pensions.  That’s as it should be - because fair treatment for the elderly is part of the moral contract which a society has with various groups within it.   It’s whether people continue to have value when the main period of their working lives is over and they are no longer making a direct economic contribution.  
But it’s also a personal and ultimately a spiritual question.  For those who retire, it is about working out who you are when you can no longer take refuge in your work – if you are fortunate enough to have work - as a way of defining identity.

As a Christian, I believe that our spiritual journey is about becoming fully human.  Jesus said that he offers us life in all its fullness.  It seems to me that retirement is part of that journey.  At its best, it’s a sort of promised land even if not over-stocked with milk and honey.  I see people experiencing new things – free of the over-focusing obligations of work.  I see retired people offering huge amounts of support to their children and their young grandchildren.  In a busy world, we often take refuge in doing and squeeze out space for more reflective living – and that tension between doing and being is at the heart of what it means to be and to become fully human.
