Homily at Eucharist - Cursillo Weekend - Dunblane Cathedral   13 March 2011
I’m  delighted to be here to share this Eucharist which the the climax of your weekend  My presence with you is one more sign - as if any were needed - of the value which our church gives to spiritual growth and the life of prayer among our people.

There is, as the Bible says, a time for silence and a time for speech.  Each has its place and each is important in our journey of faith.

You have been here for the weekend - I have just come back from my own retreat.  So I find myself in a state rather similar I suspect to your own.  The experience was slightly different.  I have been in a Benedictine Monastery in Ireland where I go from time to time.  The brothers commit themselves to being community - they commit themselves to the work of prayer and worship.  It is a privilege for people like me to hover on the outer edges of that - to be reminded that the clamour of the outer voices must be stilled somehow if we are to hear the inner voice of God.  Our depth in faith - our authenticity as disciples -depends in the final analysis on the extent to which we are attuned to that inner voice and regard all others as partial, fleeting and potentially diversionary.

We have just listened to the story of Jesus being tempted in the wilderness.  It’s the start of his ministry and he is being shaped and formed for what lies ahead.

Satan comes and crystallises the choices and temptations before him.  As always the choices are not between good and bad. They are the choices between the good and the less good or the almost good.  Often they are choices in which good ends justify bad means.  Such it was for Jesus when he was offered opportuinities of using his God-given skills and talents in the service of others - but to do so in a way which compromised their integrity.

What Jesus does in each case is to speak - to speak firmly and clearly of his priorities and his relationship with God.  Silence is important and so is speech.  For if we speak our faith and our relationship with God, we confirm it and settled it in mind and heart.  And there is no going back from that.  That is why the opportunities which you have had to put your faith into words at this Cursillo Weekend are so important on your faith journey.

