Sermon preached in St Paul's Cathedral, Kolkata, on Sunday 20th February, 2011

I want to begin by expressing to Bishop Ashoke and to the clergy and people of the diocese our deep thanks …

I come from the Scottish Episcopal Church ….

The readings today speak to us of God's creation.  That's very appropriate.  We travel round the world to spend time with you – we marvel at creation and at the beauty, the intensity and diversity of India and its peoples.  The Gospel of John reminds us that we worship God whom we know in his incarnate Son, Jesus Christ.  God is not remote from his world.  God is deeply involved with his world, weeps over its pain, its injustice and its violence and seeks to draw it back to himself in love.  St Paul reminds us that this same Jesus is the head of the church – that we are baptised into Christ.   So in the church we remember that, when two or three are gathered together in his name, Jesus is present.

We are delighted to have the opportunity of developing this link with the Diocese of Kolkata.  I believe that what is most important about it is that it reminds us that we are part of something bigger.  It is a problem for all of us that we tend to see the world in our own terms – to be linked in prayer, in faith and in mission with you reminds us that God's world and the church of Christ are bigger than our limited vision.

But to have a Companionship Link does not mean that we will use your answers to our challenges.  Rather it means that we come and share your life – and when we go home we see our problems and challenges in a new way.  It means too that we become your friends but more than your friends.  It's not just interest or curiosity – what binds us together is that we are one in Christ.  So we uphold one another in prayer as we share our faith, our ministry, our joys and our sorrows.

When we go home, people will say, 'What did you learn?'  But it's very early to be thinking about that.  We were very moved by how open people were with us.  We visited schools and colleges and many other places.  People were warm and friendly – in particular they honoured us by being prepared to talk about how things are changing and what are the challenges which they find difficult.  So here are one or two things which might interest you.

India has been described by many people as an assault on the senses – sight, sound, taste, smell.  It is crowded, diverse, noisy – and there is shocking poverty.

I think that you are experts in living with and managing diversity.  In the Church of North India which brings together so many historic faith traditions, you know how to hold your diversity in one body.  You live with the greater diversity of Indian cultures and ethnic groups.  All of us, particularly in the Anglican Communion, need to learn how to live creatively with diversity rather than allowing it to engender and widen division.

I believe that you also have a great strength in your small church.  It is one from which we can learn.   You have a strong tradition of serving the whole community and in particular the poor.  Your ministries based here at the Cathedral are a wonderful example of that.  You might feel that it is enough just to keep your church going – but you turn outwards in loving service and care for those in need.

It is for you to think about what you might learn from us.  But I was very interested in the way in which people describe the very rapid changes in this society.  More prosperity is coming – for some.  There is development – and new patterns of community and family life are taking shape.  The traditional ways are not as strong as they used to be.  Teachers say that their job with children is more challenging.  That society which you describe is the society in which we already live.  We can explore what it means together.

We also look forward to sharing the ideas and resources behind our Casting the Net initiative and the way we encourage our congregations to reflect prayerfully on their live and ministry.

We look forward to building a strong relationship together and I believe that God will use the way in which we commit ourselves to this as a way of moving us forward together in the gospel.  I believe that as we learn to see each other more clearly we shall also see more clearly the life, the mission and the ministry to which God calls us …...

